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Ladies and Gentlemen,  

It is a pleasure for us to address you on behalf of the World Health Organization in this 8th

Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare ICF Symposium. This is the eight consecutive 
time this Symposium is held, and we would like to congratulate the Japanese Ministry of 
Health, Labour and Welfare for their commitment to organize this Symposium on a regular 
basis.  

The theme of this year’s Symposium is “Outlook for the New Stage in Utilizing and 
Applying ICD-11 and ICF: The Challenge for Japan Going Through an Unprecedented 
Change to a Super-aging Society” is both very timely and highly relevant topic for health 
policy making at the national and global level. 

In this welcome address, we have two key messages for you. 

First, we strongly encourage you to start using the functioning section (V-Chapter) of ICD-
11 for collecting functioning status data. 

Secondly, we would welcome your participation in the modernization of ICF.  

Let us elaborate briefly on both points.

The inclusion of the functioning section ICD-11 (V-Chapter) ICF is marking an important 
milestone for enabling:  

the joint use of ICD-11 and ICF;
the coding and reporting of functioning data & and measuring of functional status;
standardization & international comparability of functioning data. 

The functioning section in ICD-11 can be used in two ways:
Option 1: Structured assessment with WHO Disability Assessment Schedule 
(WHO-DAS 2.0) allowing to generate an overall and domain specific functioning 
score for the purpose of measuring health outcomes. 
Option 2: Selection of generic functioning domains allowing to generate a 
functioning profile for the documentation purposes.  

In the context of ongoing ICD-11 implementation preparation we welcome country-led 
projects which use the ICD-11 functioning section. Of particular interest to WHO will be 
the integration of ICD-11 with Option1 of the function section (i.e. WHO-DAS 2.0 - 36 
item version) in Electronic Health Records software as well as reimbursement and social 
medicine systems. 
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ICF is now almost 20 years old and there is a need to modernize it so that it can be easier 
and better interoperated with IT infrastructure of 21st century. We are planning to migrate 
the ICF into the same electronic tooling environment which we are using for ICD-11. One 
of the key workstreams of ICF modernization will be the development of an ICF 
terminology and electronic index.  

For this undertaking we need to identify and analyze multiple resources including  
raw functioning terms from “real life” records;  
standardized vocabularies; 
linguistic and ontological resources. 

As ICF users in Japan we invite you help WHO in harnessing these resources and 
modernize ICF.

Ladies and Gentlemen, over the past decade we have seen growing interest for the ICF in 
Japan. The fact that today you are gathering for your 8th consecutive ICF Symposium with 
many national stakeholder associations participating speaks to this effect. In this welcome 
address we outlined some of the opportunities of the ICD-11 functioning section and 
upcoming modernization of ICF. We would like to end by strongly encouraging you to 
make use of this opportunities. On behalf of WHO, we would like to express our 
willingness to explore jointly with the Japanese WHO FIC Collaborating Centre and 
yourselves how to make ICF work progress further.  

Thank you very much for your attention and we wish you a successful meeting as well as a 
healthy and prosperous 2020.
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